ANTHONY   EDEN
to the opportunities that were missed during Chamberlain's
tenure of the Foreign OfEce. Yet if Eden did not realize an
element of danger in Chamberlain's attitude, the absence of
cramping responsibility made it possible for him on more
than one occasion to take a wider view than his chief.
He had also staked a claim to public attention as a genuine
if not a particularly profound Imperialist, although from the
orthodox Conservative point of view his was Imperialism
with a difference. First, the Empire was an essential unit in
our foreign policy.    Carlton Club Conservatism no doubt
regarded Chamberlain's plea to call in the Dominions before
accepting the Kellogg Pact as a useful device to put off the
embarrassing attention of an American idealist.  For Eden
and those of his persuasion explicit and considered Imperial
collaboration was an essential preliminary to the considera-
tion, much less the signing, of any peace treaty. Then again
Eden was a. Protectionist more out of his faith in the Empire
than out of his belief in Protection.   During the last few
months the Conservatives had split over safeguarding. The
Radical in Churchill had struck the Reactionary in Joynson-
Hicks. Baldwin had been forced back upon proclaiming * the
many-sidedness' of truth; but it would seem that his sym-
pathies were with the position Eden was taking up.  Until
Lord Beaverbrook made the pace too hot and turned Empire
Free Trade into an anti-Baldwin crusade, Eden's attitude can
be regarded as a. factor in his growing influence with those
in high places.  To home affairs his contribution had been
modest. There were gaps in his knowledge and from the start
he staked heavily on being able to play die role of expert. It
should be noted, however, that at the Conservative Conference
at Yarmouth in 19^8 it was Eden who was called upon to
move on behalf of the party and of Conservative members
of Parliament the compromise resolution on Lords Reform.
This was one of the many issues on which Stanley Baldwin's
Conservatism was suspect and those who resented his anarchic
tendencies were tempted to hold the sword of the Second

